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FOUNDATIONS. 

Systems of religion and those of astronomy have 
constantly certain elementary ideas in common; and 
however little the astronomical ideas can be referred 
to the religious, it may be said that the religious 
ideas always refer to the astronomical; with the 
(question of origin and relative development ever 
ready to recur. 

In either, the first step of thought is upon the 
i-elations of things present in time and place to 
others distant, and thence to others still, until noth- 
ing in thought is excluded in the great unbounded 
and unending whole — in which the largest whole is 
yet the smaller part. 

A most familiar instance is the first predicate of 
that primary article of ritual among men of the high- 
est claims to enlightenment, "Our Father who art 
in Heaven : " not defining what and where heaven 
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is, but assuming the word to be so familiar that it 
will itself define the one connected with it. Again, 
"created the heavens and the earth;" and, "seeing 
that he is Lord of heaven and earth . . . and 
hath made all . . . now commandeth all ; " and 
further, "whom the heavens roust receive" — as, 
according to the ancient motto upon the " itineracy 
to the stars," it was once said by one astronomer of 
another, "^^Prof. B. has ascended to a nearer study of 
the stars." In discussion upon the human condition 
and destiny the mention of heaven in contrast with 
earth in the material sense, accompanying the refer- 
ence to it in a spiritual sense, from the earliest to 
the final " new heavens and new earth," is as com- 
mon as that of the "beginning," "the principium 
from Jove." A religion without any idea referring 
to astronomy would be without ideas, whatever else 
it might have. 

The service of these ideas for religious purposes 
implies that from some source they have gained 
common currency among men; and among faiths 
and questions it has been a generally undisputed 
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point that the revelation of science to men was 
mainly to be from the best use, progressively, of 
their scientific faculties. And how progressive f In 
regard to the extension of time and space, the com- 
plexities of matter and force, and in brief the onward 
tending of all processes toward infinity in every 
direction open to thought, what, comparatively, but 
the most infantile ideas existed contemporary with 
the rise of any religious system that has prevailed in 
the world? In the modification and succession of 
systems the reach of men's conceptions toward the 
infinite has been advancing with their knowledge of 
the constitution of things ; and the likening of the 
Supreme to a man, of merely enlarged powers ; or 
even to any power in form visible or invisible, next 
in the order of being to man, as well as in im- 
mediate communication with him, ia no where 
among the clearest and highest ideas, of this age^at 
least, to be found. In an age of telescopes the com- 
parisons, " as high as heaven . . . deeper than 
the infernal . . . longer than the earth and 
broader than the sea,'' would not have been con- 
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ceived. But ever becoming more and more re-affirmed 
to the apprehension of each succeeding age is the 
same authority, that, " He is great, and we know 
not." ** We are of yesterday and know nothing " of 
the final questions upon things. 

In every system the starting point is nearly the 
same ; being in the necessities of the present human 
condition. The divergence is in the idea of that in 
the distance on which human helplessness depends. 
In the infancy of the race the reverence for ancestors 
is a continuation from that reliance on parental 
authority which is common to the infancy of the 
individual; and when memory and tradition and 
imagination have sufficiently invested the vanished 
objects of veneration with superhuman qualities, it 
is with a feeling no longer distinguished from wor- 
ship; until nearly every tongue becomes pregnant 
with its list of gods and goddesses ; as that in which 
their representative is Father Zeus, and their em- 
bodi ment in the starry heavens. 

Again it may perhaps be assumed that in the 
infancy of the race, as in that of the individual, the 
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vital union with the source of its vitality is so much 
the more intimate that communion between the two 
by a vital and spiritual instinct is more immediate 
and direct than that by any intellectual process: 
leaving some truth possibly to be sought among the 
crudities of the earliest age which the refinements 
of the latest may have missed. Further, in the 
activity of tlie early imagination, every influence 
from the unknown, the whisper of the breeze or 
reverberation of the storm, is associated with an 
animate form or personality ; peopling all places and 
the most waking hours with the apparitions of 
reveries and of dreams and the mysteries of the 
invisible ; and making every effect not directly from 
visible sources to be from some voluntary power 
superhuman and therefore no other than Divine, or 
human deified. If their descent from a superhuman 
source was near to them in time, and that source 
was near to them in place and in likeness, their 
change from mortal life readily came to mean their 
reunion with that unseen source, while still retaining 
connection with passing human concerns. 
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8 



Thus in the earliest theologias men had tibeir 
deities as various as the vicissitudes of their lot, and 
had communicatioQ with them all ; as later systems, 
in whieh the Divine Unity displaced them all, or 
nearly so, regarded man, the lowest in order^ as in 
immediate communication with a single Ultimate 
Source of the infinity of orders and grades of being: 
leaving it for more generic inference from wider 
discoveries in nature and in mind to point to some- 
thing to be accepted from the earlier idea still 
necessary to the completeness of truth; as well as 
something to be omitted from the later. The one 
truth in both remains, the reality of association in 
many ill-defined modes between the tenants of earth 
and the courses or agencies of life whence eairth M 
the beginning was peopled from without, and to 
which it returns its increase. At the least the <ear^ 
liest instincts and inspirations accord with the late^ 
discoveries and demonstrations in giving to hAimaii 
life, in its origin and its destination, a place in the 
great oxder of movemeat of all things. Ajod Uk^ 
wise some of the eiarJiest puerilities and ddlwiois^ 
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surviving the catastrophes of generations and races, 
are still perpetuated to mark how an absurdity hav- 
ing become a tradition in the mind may persist there, 
growing ever more and more "revolting to reason." 

But if they are a part of faith! Even then faith 
has not denied that it is accountable for all that it 
has, including the use of reason. And if faith may 
submit to be defined, in the imperfect degree at 
best which is possible of anything in nature, when 
it has been said that its foundation is in the constitu- 
tion of the mind, and its occasion as constant as 
human dependence, it is to be added that its first 
step joins upon the last step of knowledge, it begins 
where knowledge ceases, it is overtaken by knowl- 
edge and vanishes — or takes a position a step further 
in advance — and that, too, even if it be the exercise 
of a power, in its own sphere, superior b that of 
intellectual feieulties. 

With the presumption that the purposes of men's 
faiths are the same, and that their sources are one, 
it is of interest to consider whether in principle their 
differences, which are contested with so much acri- 
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mony are more essential than their identities ; oi*^ 
whether the contest arouses most enmity where the 
real truth in question is least; and whether the 
largest part of all truth is the constructive, leaving 
the oflSces of combat mostly to things fallen so far 
out of time and place that the only part left to them 
in the general order of progress is dissolution. Still 
perhaps it will never cease to be insisted that differ- 
ences in theoretical idea are founded in will; and are 
proof of moral antagonism, in which each party is 
to the other the representative of the great " adver- 
sary *' of all good* 

Nevertheless must it be certain that in the great 
procession where " hangeth the earth upon nothing,'* 
in substance as "the small dust of the balance," 
and in duration as the passing cloud, the truths of 
its errand and of the fortunes which it bears are 
scattered here and there from the first to the last 
among those of every name and system. Not all of 
these truths are with the Polytheist, Pantheist, 
Mystic, Trinitarian, Unitarian, Philosopical Ration- 
alist, Evolutionist, Positivist, Agnostic, or, first last 
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and always, Spiritualist ; nor yet all to be included 
without these many classes, and more — in the ever 
widening and accelerating progress of thought. 

If some questions are settled never to be reopen- 
ed, nothing is more prolific of successors than these. 
But these are the steps of progress, though each 
should open to something more mysterious and un- 
answerable than before; as a debate ever kept open 
13 the end of progress in that direction. And a 
rule without the supplementary rules for its varia- 
tion has never to go far to show that it is not true. 
The life of a S3*stem of thought must be in its 
growth, if it survive in a world where everything is 
in growth ; and more emphatically as it is higlier in 
its themes. 
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C. I. 

Although philosophical considerations, especially 
those drawn from the vastness of the universe in 
comparison with this earth, have sometimes shaken 
my reason for the faith that is in me . . . the 
Gospel . . . must be a Divine revelation ; this 
belief enters into the depths of my consciousness. 

D. W. 

Although "knowledge by suffering" long ago 
was the true utterance of a poet, it may be that 
knowledge by reason has not wholly been excluded. 
What does knowledge of anythmg signify apart from 
comparison with something else? What can be 
known of anything but the relations of things and 
of their parts ? And must not knowledge Divinely 
revealed be, by all admissions, to the same end ? But 
it may be distinctly spiritual. Yet not less present- 
ing the spiritual and the material in constant associ- 
ation, illustrating the one from the other. If the 
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two be from one source or constituents of one system 
must not all that may be known of either contribute 
to the knowledge of that source or that system? 
And with reference to the knowledge of the material 
and that of the spiritual, can either be at its best 
exclusive of the other? The right conception of 
everything in nature, in the farthest reach that is to 
be attained, must best accord with the right under- 
standing of. everything Divinely revealed. It is not 
the truth of either that is to be shaken by that of the 
other. Does not knowledge of material nature the 
farther it extends find clearer and more general 
illustration of abstract principles immediately stand- 
ing out from and above all that is material ? And 
how far less than spiritual are laws that can have no 
beginning nor end nor change ; to which no learner's 
capacity is sufficient for more than an introduction ; 
and which are illustrated by courses and events of 
physical movement affecting all physical and spirit- 
ual being, and' pointing the direction in all their 
ordering to spiritual infinity in the great common 
constitution of incorporated mind and matter ? 
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Among these, one of the most general and com- 
prehensive applying to solution of the highest prob- 
lems of the maze in which all being is inyolTed, is 
the principle of variation uidimited in esKtension and 
in minuteness of gradation — whatever l^e debate 
as to the interruption of its continuity by impassable 
intervals between successive series — at the least 
an ever varying gradation, in itself showing every 
product and process and every application of prin- 
ciple ia nature to be subject alike to the final uni- 
yersal law of Variation. A princijde more compre^ 
hensive than it has been claimed to be: since, instead 
of being limited, in organic existence, to the results 
of succession by descent, it must be no less character- 
istic of the sources of that descent. A limitation to 
mere products would be contradi^ctory of everything 
in which the character of the principle consists. The 
prime sources from which all variation by descent 
has been produced, even i£ assumed to have been 
only in the form of indistinguishable cells (unless all 
were from a single solitary cell), must doubtless 
have had in their hidden constitution all the essential 
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variety resulting from them by development — with 
whatever xe-inforcement' to those sources or their 
products, at intervals, from the unseeti origin of aU. 
And who can say how great or how small has been,, 
from the first, the number and variety of original 
ten'estrial forms — those complete by other ineans 
tl^n gradual derivation by descent ? By some means, 
at least,distinct forms of life liave appeared in eveiy 
differejit condition of the means of sustaining lijfe. 
Succession of series in order of time, if not always in 
order of rank, is the mode common to all existence 
witliin observation or record. It is the epitome of 
natural history, in which the insensible gradations 
— with mtervuls -^ are universal throughout all its 
orders ; and further it applies to inorganic matter, 
whether the unnoticed dust tending away into im- 
ponderable tenuity to be followed only in idea, or 
magnitudesr only conceivable as subject to planetary 
laws. 

P hysical continuity may be said to exist between the 
earth and distant bodies, through the various mate- 
rials of which they are composed extending indefi- 
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nitely in form of invisible dust, as well as of its 
meteoric aggregation, or cometary movements. In 
the origin of the earth's form there being no origin 
of its materials and no isolation of them, how then 
is the isolation, to the earth, of all the vital princi* 
pies, in organic form upon it, to be assumed? 
Though foreign bodies of size suflficient to convey 
visible germs can only come in contact with the 
earth at a rate of motion causing higher temperature 
than any in which life is known to exist, yet the 
gradation of these bodies to particles of undeter- 
mined minuteness is one which no more than keeps 
pace with tlie gradation of living germs to the extent 
of microscopic means, and beyond. And the en- 
trance of these upon the earth from without, at any 
and all periods (even if meteoric velocity would be 
no dijBFerent at the pole, and that were presumed to 
have been the nursery of the world's life), is no more 
a mystery than the slow and steady accretion upon 
the earth's surface — measured by inches and cent- 
uries — of "the dust of time." May inorganic parti- 
cles aggregate and microscopic germs not aggregate 
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or develop, combiniDg to results of unlimited variety 
in size, and differentiation of function ? And is not 
the earth's duration a continuing of processes of 
origin, and of extinction — including finally its own ? 
And it must at last be recognized, as it should 
always have been, that the constitution of the phys- 
ical and the spiritual together is a system one and 
inseparable in its history and destiny and in con- 
formity to the same supreme organic laws in all its 
progression. If the duration of material forms is in 
gradation from the momentary to the almost per- 
petual, what can be said of spiritual individuality 
but that its possibilities are higher, but in like 
gradation? Are there not innumerable orders of ani- 
mate being above the human, as well as below it? 
Has not existence among them extended through 
periods immeasurable by standards of time; and 
through modes innumerable in variety; and with 
exercise of power which to human conception can be 
no less than infinite, though different only in degree, 
and relatively, from that within voluntary human 
control? If to progressive beings continuance of 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



18 

existenoe is enbancemeot of power^^vUat else, can 
result to ,them than the acquisition of capticities iin^ 
measurable except by the. measure of uuUoiijkeJ time? 
How many orders may not there be in infinity; each, 
to its successor, representing that infinity-— froin 
which all are equally distant? Andf may not the 
relation of each to the infinite be viewed as, consisjt- 
ing in their relation of dependenoe one, upon another? 
Why may it not be a mediate relation through the. 
eternal succession of orders ; whether in .the mole- 
cules or masses of inorganic matter., the structural 
forms of the expression of life, or all the forces of 
the physical and powers of the spiritual. existent in 
th^ boundless higher domain opening only to the 
conceptions of the highest reason — upreaching so 
slowly with the weight of matter upon the wings of 
mind? 

Among the phenomena of mind, one of the most 
constant — for which, if for anything, reason niight 
well be asked — is the tendency to seek for a pre- 
sumed thread of unity intersecting all the diversity 
of nature ; to reduce, by classification, the innumer- 
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•able to definite numbers witMn comprehension ; to 
place limits in nature from the limitations of the 
mind's own untried capacity and unsustained energy; 
to simplify universal nature by the measure of its 
. own simplicity; or to find a common Ineasure be^ 
tween the finite and the infinite. But nature refuses 
to be circumscribed to the limits of a formula. The 
olassiflcJatioh that pursues the definition of its objects 
will do little toward reducing nuinfcerd within limits 
-of comprebeiision, since it must oontinUe reducing 
tii^' number of objects in a class until the- number of 
classes' knows no limits aaid ea<^h is a class of (me: 
showing the finite to have but one point of contact 
'i*ith the infinite. But f<)r'teere Simplicity of num- 
•ber, oT'earlooking the distSjnguishing, if not dd'^tse, 
eharaoters of classes as well as of 'i'aditiduals, 'tJie 
unity to be reached is by including all existen^je in a 
•single class, with its inverse -^andthat^ too, not 
without a trace of identity common to every part. 
Any classification of material or mental phenomena 
must present likeness between individuals of differ- 
ent classes, however few the classes may be ; as un- 
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likeuess must be found among individuals of the 
same class however few there -may be in a class. 
And the lines of classification, endlessly involved, 
are not alone parallel in order of time or in any other 
order, but transverse and divergent in all directions, 
ever merging and connecting or conflicting, in a 
manner apparently little less than chaotic. And 
still ever to be observed is something of that which 
gives character to individuals or classes, continuing 
on through all distinctions between them — a prin- 
ciple next in universality to the law of variation, 
and expressed in its correlate term. Continuity in 
nature. 

Among subjects of knowledge or I'eason, *^are 
there few that be " infinite ? Are there many that 
are not infinite ? Or any, the proper relations of 
which can be traced to a definite termination ? And 
is knowledge of physical nature, as well as of the 
mental, prolific of paradoxes ? While for expression 
of the sarcastic has anything in human conception 
been known comparable with positions continually 
recurring in the most natural " events ? '' Do the 
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things in hature that are turned to the service and 
use of man mostly turn, at a step further, to his 
torture and destruction ? And yet " it may be not 
in vain" that traces of order and progress are 
sought in every field of observation, by which from 
one luminous point and another, far reaching over 
all contrariety, here and there may be recognized 
broad principles showing something of the nature of 
that infinity in which human life bears part. And 
if not at all points such as to admit of satisfactory 
expression, perhaps more satisfactory in itself than 
that which forms of expression hold restricted to 
their own limitations. 

Primarily it is said that the agent in the produc- 
tion of all organic matter is plant life, upon which 
animal life is sustained, the two being tributary to 
each other in the means of nutrition and respiration ; 
and that intelligence is developed, relatively in 
grade, with animal organization : in all of which 
there is little to show dependence consecutively 
upon the superior in order of rank, but rather a 
gradation in which each is based upon the inferior. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



22 

And in the succession of plant life, from the lowest 
oi-ganizatibu upward, something of the same relation, 
indistinctly appears; as also in that of animal life 
with its various gradations; as, in sise from the 
microscopic to the monstrous, in relative power of 
movement, or, in complexity of organization and 
capacity of intelligence. But these forms together 
are on the same level of dependence upon something 
feuperior which equally contit)ls them all, with the 
life which is at their source — as the various elements 
through which they are distributed, in all their 
degrees of solidity or expansion are alike subject to 
the law of gravitation which attaches them together 
with one common system extending over other 
fields of space. 

If the criterion of rank, higher or lower, in the 
scale of nature, is relative complexity of organiza- 
tion, from that of the fewest elements in the sim- 
plest form, or formless, to the perfection of structure 
which develops as the abode and instrument of the 
highest intelligence, with refinement of the material 
to fitness for the functions of the spiritual, in this 
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there is implied at every step the agency of a 
superior organizing power. But how far it is from 
implying one sole undivided depositary of organiz- 
ing power! One of the characteristics of an 
organization is its possession of inherent power to 
organize ; which in some direction it will manifest. 
This agency pervades nature. The busy insect in 
the galleries of its mounds or hives perpetuates its 
social and industrial systems of scarcely less precis- 
ion than those of men in church and state, in peace 
and war. Other numerous examples there are of 
combination for construction, for defence, and for 
maintaining order in a social state, besides that 
degree of control which man by power of mind 
exercises over all ranks below the human, and over 
ail in the human below himself, individually and 
collectively. Thus everywhere is seen illustration 
of the dependence of the lower upon the higher ; 
and the control exercised by some ranks over others, 
with its indefinite continuation through the agency 
of those intermediate ; and more clearly to be seen 
the higher the ascent in the scale. 
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In the State the superior of all is' the abstract 
principle of the general interest. An individual 
appointed as representative head, while supreme in 
giving direction to the movements of othei-s, is still 
a subject, and in service to a principle which is 
equally supreme over him and them : illustrating an 
ideal superiority dependent upon a system itself 
dependent upon the inferiors of which it is constitu- 
ted — an ideal representation of a whole having its 
real existence distributed among unnumbered parts. 
Thus again, from the highest serving the lowest, is 
seen something of the mutual character of the con- 
nection between the parts of all existences, which 
is named Organization, (and which enlarges with 
all knowledge) — as the earliest period of human 
life in each generation is in absolute dependence 
upon the care and protection of those preceding, to 
whom, in the latest, the same protection must be 
returned. And while the existence of human life 
in any age of the race is only through the agency 
of all of the race preceding, it is at every period 
dependent on the inherited accumulation of material 
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and mental resources, and endowment of capacities 
for their use ; for which due recognition is in ever 
making increased advance, each step of which is an 
addition to the ties holding all the race in a common 
bond. An individuality with a growth of conscious- 
ness from absolute zero by an infinitely gradual 
advance — an individuality suspended by zero from 
duality — in its brief term develops power that gives 
direction to the destinies of the race for untold ages 
succeeding^; with ever increasing control over all 
the resources of nature within human reach ; and 
conception of their relations to those in the infinity 
beyond. In all this the limit of power entrusted to 
human agency is always recognized, if seldom con- 
sidered in its significance ; that which it originates 
or annihilates being not matter or force, any more 
than it is mind or spirit ; but only forms and modes 
and combinations. That which is done by lower 
aniimals is best distinguished by this, that they 
originate nothing. The forms and combinations 
they produce, when working with th-e same materials 
used by man, are perpetual repetitions. What is 
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once, is forever, the web of the insect, or the hut of 
the amphibian — the "forever" which has been 
used to mean, as long as the basis of visible things 
should last, or the solid earth that bore them. 

The more essential distinction between human 
endowment and all that is below it is in the capaci- 
ty for advancement with length of life, and in 
succession of generations. But what would be 
mental power over materials and forces, with a 
beginning as far above all that is human as that of 
other animal life is below it; and with inherent 
energy impelling it to a proportionally accelerated 
advancement ? Might it not have been an agency 
for the peopling, as well as organizing, of worlds ; 
and yet with no nearer approach to infinite creative 
power than that human agency in the past on which 
all succeeding human life, and its achievements, 
have depended ? In his finite field of activity man 
pauses where the origin of matter, or force, or life, 
is to be considered, and exclaims, "this is from 
infinity, the unapproachable." But not increasing 
or diminishing the sum of these in their ultimate 
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source — if their's be an existence to be summed, 
or proceeding from a source — may not there be 
indefinitely enlarged application of forms and modes 
and uses of all that which, in essence, remains un- 
alterable by finite will ? And what in all existence 
visible or conceived, may not thus have been fash- 
ioned and arranged by agencies less than infinite, 
with their possible endowment of finite power, and 
enhancement of it through unlimited time in the 
past? The limited human life being but initial 
existence ; its connection with solid forms of matter, 
upon which all its manifestations depend, being but 
an initial mode of being, the presumption recurs of 
a limitless power developing in individual life 
advanced to other modes of being, in connection 
with matter in unknown degrees of expansion ; and 
as independent of all materials in solid form as 
present life is dependent on them. 

Between the life of a man on the earth and its 
continuation elsewhere, the chasm may be incon- 
ceivable and appalling. Yet the dissolution of that 
which, collected promiscuously from all chance 
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sources, has been combined in the human form, is 
only the continual repetition of the most familiar 
fact in the constant order of things in every depart- 
ment, animate and inanimate. Though the most of 
recorded experience and observation of life relates 
to effects of its connection with visible form, yet 
there is abundant experience of matter in its invisi- 
ble states ; and the conception of the connection of 
the invisible life with it has been easily admitted. 
And if so, it is as readily admitted that a vast 
accumulation of the forces of life in individual 
development, in some state of existence, results in 
length of time. And among these must be general 
advancement of capacity at stages beyond com- 
parison with any of yesterday's birth — though the 
yesterday be of centuries ; and the birth that of the 
human race itself : since that race, by all the course 
of nature, can be but an individual race among its 
predecessors ; and likewise those to be its successors, 
in the ceaseless process of time. But this implies 
the inhabitancy of worlds preceding this in the 
order of progress toward fitness for sustaining life 
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of the highest grade. As worlds there must have 
been, in the great movements for which unlimited 
time and space are the field; each fulfilling its 
destiny, and becoming in turn resolved into the 
eternal elements — the dust of things universal, 
awaiting reconstruction into form and movement 
harmonizing with the mai«halled pageant of eternity. 
If the solar system is sweeping in rapid flight through 
space to its dissolution, is the space left forever 
void ; or, is it the theatre of successive constellations 
yet to be, with affinity, through all embracing law, to 
those that have preceded? But all science is at a 
stand when it would say something of the means by 
which at any time the dispersed atoms of matter 
began to assume order and concert of movement. 
All philosophy, if not all that is claimed to be in- 
telligible revelation, is mute at the point where it is 
to be answered to what is the application of the 
immeasurable accumulation of animate force and 
power of will from all beings that have entered upon 
life and passed to higher stages. It is not to be 
assumed that they have their existence transferred 
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from one body of solid matter like the earth, only 
to be repeated upon another similar stage. But 
they by all reason exist independent of place, as it 
refers to solid bodies or moving orbs — their con- 
tinued unseen relations with the mundane sphere of 
their origin being in due course exchanged for 
varied agency in the evolution of materials in their 
primordial states, to come forth in other constella- 
tions for the lights of space, and abodes of newer 
life. "Then mind intervened." As, of necessity, 
what else ? But is this attributing infinite power to 
finite being ? Not such an idea ; nor an attempt at 
any idea of what is to be attributed to absolute 
infinity ; nor any reference to origin in connection 
with force or matter. The directing of force to the 
moulding of forms and organizing of systems is con- 
ceived as but extending, upon an incommensurably 
larger scale, the activities of mind the incipient 
exercise of which might have been in organizing 
society in human history, and in improving the 
material conditions of its abode. All eflFort of 
human capacities to the highest efficiency is in their 
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combination under the commanding power to direct. 
The achievement is by the conjunction of many 
forces in the execution of a single will, to a common 
purpose. The gradation of all power and capacity 
is with the necessary place for the higher. That 
which is "head over all" with reference to superior 
orders of existence extending as far as direct human 
responsibility extends, is what ? The infinite ? and 
to be approached in such a prescribed form as, O, 
Thou Infinite Spirit? How far different that would 
be from the recognized prescription of highest 
authority, "The Father of us, the one in the 
Heavens." 

In the ages that had passed, with the Father had 
been the ordering of what worlds and what systems ! 
And why may not those have been but as dust com- 
pared with other systems each fulfilling the order of 
another will only limited in its scope by conformity 
to the supreme harmony. But in what field could 
aU this have been? In galaxies innumerable, the 
least of them outnumbering all of the heavens that 
can be made visible from the earth. And the only 
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conflict that can be made between all this and gos- 
pel is by the misconstruction that would limit all 
deyelopment of conscious existence to its mere 
tributaries in the smallest fraction of its limitless 
theatre ; or, make its boundless extent to be onlj 
subservient to comparatively infinitesimal human 
interests as supreme. But nothing in the gospel has 
to do with all this ; nor with the universe; nor with 
the infinite; but with something definite. 

Yet may the infinite no less exist; with true 
meaning in the terms, Omniscience, and, Omnipo- 
tence. The common use of those terms is with the 
assumption that communication of influence to the 
mind, from beyond human sources, is from the 
Supreme, almost without intermediate agency. With 
this view it might well be assumed that all form» 
and structures in nature are immediately from the 
same hand from which can come nothing but abso- 
lute perfection, in execution and design, at every 
stroke. It would then remain to be explained Row 
has come to pass, as by continually repeated experi- 
ment, aU the gradual improving and perfecting ol 
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those constructions and their mutual adjustments in 
adaptation to special results — each form retaining 
vestiges of those more imperfect which have pre- 
ceded ; until the consummation in the human form, 
representing, in rudiments of its successive stages 
of development, all of the previous animal kingdom 
— as if they were only preparatory to this — and 
" Nature were endeavoring to improve upon herself." 
Still more, in this view, would there be need of 
explanation of the "working together of all things" 
in nature by which, of the infinity of resources 
adapted to specific ends, only an infinitesimal part is 
directed to those ends, or to any discoverable end 
whatever — all carefully furnished for some special 
constructive result, and the great part carelessly or 
purposely applied to the contrary, or a different one, 
or none — most of the expenditure of means from 
all elaborately contrived processes being, thus, either 
in wanton waste ; or only the beginning of learning 
to make effective application of inexhaustable 
resources of power over matter. If this generaliza- 
tion could pertain only to the condition of material 
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and physical nature that condition might be con- 
ceived of as with some aim or end in moral and 
spiritual nature ; but if these are equally subject to 
the same generalization, where is there an attempt 
at its elucidation that is anything but chaotic contra* 
diction, in the systems that have held up their lights 
to the world — upon any point further than that of 
moral right in its eternal necessity to each individual 
consciousness ? 
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*' The heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee." 
** And Thy years shall have no end." 

Necessary illimitability must have been more 
readily conceived in regard to time than in regard 
to space, in the earlier thought of all men. In all 
reflection upon being which would trace it to a 
beginning, that from which it began is implied. 
And the mind which traces its own consciousness 
back to a point, at which it had its beginning and 
beyond which it was not, can only conceive of the 
same process in the existence of anything ; and still 
demanding something other than the same step in- 
definitely repeated, it seeks to conceive of being 
** without beginning of days or end of years," "from 
everlasting to everlasting." In weariness at the illim- 
itable in process of succession it rests at the illimitable 
in continuous duration. This is by the action of 
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the mind upon itself without direct contribution of 
knowledge from without. But the attempt at con- 
ception of space unbounded is always involved with 
the idea of contents of space, and is referring to 
external sources of knowledge — an idea, when too 
faint in the reason, to be made vivid by experience 
of great distances, which is common in the present 
age to a degree unthought of in ancient times, 
supplying to reason both incitement and aid — 
while the never finished problem is the course and 
recourse of the ever extending and ever varying 
relation uniting the finite and the infinite. 

The distinction between the solar and the sidereal 
heavens was known in early ages of the learning of 
the East. And with what effort the idea must 
have been entertained even by the princes of learn- 
ing, and their pupils among the princes of royal 
power I It was none of the business of shepherds. 
It was even a royal author, once shepherd, to whom 
is commonly attributed the expression, " ye heaven 
of heavens and ye waters that be above the 
heavens." But who, with no knowledge of optical 
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science, or the results of it, had means (or capacity 
without means) for conceiving that, beyond all the 
undreamed of magnitudes of the distant and unseen 
planets, the least measured distance to a star such 
as might be a compeer of " Orion and the Pleiades" 
was the space which only light itself could pass in 
two thousand years ? Was the heaven of heavens 
of the ancients of greater extent than this, with all 
the knowledge that even the son of a king could 
command from the oldest seats of learning and 
empire ? But to the moderns this is hardly the thresh- 
old of the heavens that are visible, even ; while all 
that is visible seems to be but an introduction to 
vaster successions indicated in nebulae by degrees 
resolved into other and other heavens ; with nebulsB 
beyond, which live and give no sign from the bor- 
ders of the forever unknown. 

Is there, then, nothing better to the instruction 
of young suid old throughout all the generations of 
men than to enstamp it on the yielding substance 
of a reverential spirit that there are literally 
three places and conditions comprising the sum of 
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things, earth and heaven and its opposite ; and three 
classes of being including the sum of conscious life, 
the two classes of mankind in the body with their 
corresponding ones out of the body, and the one 
Supreme over all ; and that the sum of knowledge 
pertaining to the welfare of the spirit of man is 
that which consists in an artificially elaborated 
system on this tripartite base ? The superstructure 
must correspond with the factitious basis and must 
run into the most fantastic extravagances of logic ; 
with the best and worst elements of human nature 
enlisted in enforcing or contesting them in a bewild- 
erment of phrases either conveying no idea or those 
the most absurd and mutually contradictory. To 
all entangled in such meshes the ever open invita- 
tion may well be extended, "Friend, come up 
higher," — and rest awhile from that perpetual nice 
adjustment of fancy work doctrines and patch work 
creeds. Something of refreshing there may be in 
thought upon the necessary realities of things. But 
it is to be recognized that the most essential realities 
are of the spiritual — preceding and surviving 
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material forms — and to be learned within the spirit, 
but in relation to something without* To make 
these realities material would be to destroy them. 
Hence so much effort to dissociate everything spirit- 
ual from all relation to the material, and from all 
definite knowledge, as something belonging only to 
ideas of the material world. The source from 
which must conae motive force of attraction for 
progressive movement (of matter or spirit) never 
ceasing, must be a source never reached — ever 
remaining in advance, if not in the far unknown — 
the succession of gradation in spiritual refinement 
corresponding with expansion of power and of the 
field for its exercise. But for elevated moral naotive 
force with all the power that mystery possesses, is 
there not, far and near in the endlessly unknown, 
sufficient without including the absurd ? 

The scope for the exercise of power and for the 
unterminated progression of all being is taught, to 
the apprehension of all men, on the chart of the 
starry skies. On what less field could it be taught? 
It is only the thought of the ethereal spirit that is 
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as independent of limit as is space -^ and more 
limited only as it is the more nearly allied to the 
cruder elements in which it had its beginning of 
development. 

Will the lesson never be learned, of the gradation 
of spirit? There may be a spirit strictly human 
and yet irreclaimably below many orders of the 
brutes, in every quality for which man or brute can 
be esteemed ; and why not grades above both, ever 
upward? There are differences at the origin, as 
well as continual change during the life in the visi- 
ble state. The further continuance of existence is 
not alone dependent on evidence in legendary mar- 
vels. The indications of it have been accepted as 
equivalent to the best of demonstration by the most 
of mankind in all ages and places. And many who 
reject the measureless accumulation of present 
evidence of it, without regard to the character of 
the evidence but wholly because of the conclusion 
to which it leads, rely with all assurance upon faded 
parchments recopied from dim antiquity, for the 
same conclusion. The sanctity which attaches to 
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anything through reverence for ancestors, re-enforced 
by the faith of successive generations, is cumulative 
in proportion to the length of the line of descent. 
If life is continued beyond the present nothing less 
can be assumed than that is is in continued change 
of gradation. If some are so little of a spiritual 
nature and so much of earth that they cannot be 
unbound from it they may perhaps continue so till 
they share in the destiny of things physical, what- 
ever that may be. Those which partake more of the 
earthy nature than others may more readily com- 
municate with physical life by physical means. 
Those of finer texture may only interchange com- 
munication through currents such as all materializ- 
ing agencies kiiow nothing of. There are countless 
occurrences noted everywhere throughout human 
history signifying that, pervading all physical ele- 
ments'and forces yet distinct from and superior to 
all, is a universal ethereal element which is a com- 
mon mental or spiritual medium of communication 
instantaneous through measureless distance of space 
or of time future or past — an unenclosed aerial 
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ocean of the invisible occupying at once the space 
that is occupied by visible things yet separate from 
them by impassable boundaries and beyond the 
touch of all the forces that control them, yet every- 
where instinct with life and sensation responding to 
pulsations from the most distant centres of sym- 
pathy — and, withal, in varied grades of elevation 
to heights of refinement which have given range 
even to a prophetic vision. 

From this upper and lower, this outer and inner 
sphere of pure spiritual force, the control of all that 
is in the spirit of man, either in steady advance or 
sudden reverse of all motive and direction, has been 
seen to follow as easily as the waving summer leaf 
is lifted on a breath of air. And in the endless 
range through ascending realms of spirit life, if 
communications pass and return, how are their 
points of origin to be identified to one another? 
How is it to be maintained that the supernal 
influence which a man may be conscious of is direct 
to him from absolute Infinity? It is not a small 
matter to assume. Theology which assumes it has 
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framed two extremes of being with which it has to 
do, Divine and human ; which is offering as a 
definition of the Divine, that which is one degree 
from the human at its beginning of existence. But 
theoh)gy concedes the need of a connecting link 
between the two, and in all systems presents some- 
thing corresponding to the pontifex^ with represent- 
ative vicegerent, one or many. In discussion upon 
the properly defined character of a Person, whether 
it be Divine or human, would it not be to some 
purpose, rather to gain first a definition or concep- 
tion of what the Divine is, or even what the human 
is ? If these are questions involving all doubt and 
insoluble mystery, why pass over these to an untir- 
ing zest in discussing whether a Person be one 
mystery or another ? It is much to grant that there 
is one degree above the human which is yet not all 
that is of higher rank. There are many expressions, 
as, ** the beginning and the ending," " change not," 
apparently used in a limited sense, as where it is 
said " thy thoughts ... to all generations ; " 
and these interpreted in an absolute sense may be 
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used to restrict all progress of thought beyond its 
most ancient landmarks. Yet remains the authority 
which replaces it all by a single expression referring 
back to a line of descent, *' The Father of us, the 
one in the Heavensr" This exact original form of 
expression is commonly said to convey, in its two 
parts, the idea of something in analogy to human 
parentage, yet to be distinguished from it — but it 
has been overlooked that it may na less admit the 
idea of analogy to the two-fold relation of each link 
in the line of human descent, a man's filial relation 
toward one as well as his parental relation to 
another. 
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** The profoundest thought? My personal respon- 
sibility to " the Highest. D. w. 

The consciousness of responsibility may involve 
less of thought than of feeling ; and feeling may be 
the principal guide in the conduct of life. Such is 
apparently the conviction on which are maintained 
most of the organized systems for the moral instruc- 
tion of the world. Whatever of reason any may 
have or lack, there is seldomomitted from the human 
composition a degree of feeling of obligation, lead- 
ing through the ties of kindred, to a more distant 
source, of which kindred are the immediate repre- 
sentatives. There may have been rare instances of 
the life of the moral sentiments becoming absorbed 
into the cultivation of the reason to the extent of 
making the mind a mere calculating machine. But 
it is everywhere seen that whatever is devoted solely 
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to cultivation of a feeling of reverence tends to the 
supremacy of blind superstition which loses sight of 
the real object to which reverence properly belongs, 
and grows more and more confirmed in self-assur- 
ance. The systems of the world have come from 
the reasoners of one age or another, who in answer 
to the demand of the mind for some step toward 
comprehension of things universal have constructed 
such steps as were easiest of comprehension, and by 
a stroke of statement, have made *' all things " to 
consist of a definite sum which a system could 
exactly measure and include. One of the things 
which systems grown venerable with age have not 
included in their account is the capacity of human 
nature for progrest-ive enlightenment. And one 
thing which does appear to have come down with 
ideas from the past is a belief, grown sincere by 
habit, that it is absolutely necessary to deceive men 
in regard to intellectual truth for the highest benefit 
to them from moral truth — as if the truths of 
nature, reason, and affection, were adverse to one 
another. And some have had equally sincere belief 
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in their own power both to comprehend and to 
harmonize all that it is of consequence to consider 
— as one who put his foot down in the path of the 
world's progress with a labor which should be the 
end of labor in that direction for the life-time of 
the planet. It was entitled, a body of Divinity. 
Whatever there was of it, he had incorporated. 

But against all criticism it is to be conceded that 
any faith or any argument has all the confirmation 
of its truth that it needs if it can, with the eye of 
reason unclouded, replace the loss from a tie of 
nature severed, or from self-consciousness of fault. 

Rhapsody instead of reason may be good where 
nothing of consequence is at stake. But in all 
this is something of much too serious import — if 
there be anything serious — to be a fit subject for 
the mere toying of fancy, or cultivating the self- 
gratulation of blind fanaticism. It is a too vital 
and near impending reality to be measured and 
squared into a "scheme" of verbal logic, with 
entrance through a gauged routine process, "all 
done by machinery." It might have been some- 
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thing more " solemn " to all men if there had been 
less travesty of truth and right, of honesty sincer- 
ify.aud conscience by some assuming to be the 
special depositaries of holiness for the world. But 
fine words and arbitary unmeaning forms and cere- 
monies may be used for the cover of a retreat from 
consideration of the most solid realities. This is, 
to observers, the real *' trifling with serious things " 
— ^ premium paid for immunity from obligation to 
the necessary truth of things and the never variable 
demands of right. Very alow and unsteady is prog- 
ress toward thjit state in which the men of one 
age or of one organization can well assail those of 
another, with the charge of the " sale of indulgen- 
ces." The mental philosophy of the race may not 
be (juife stationary ; and ^there may be real progress 
even between a stage in which it was to be said> 
*'l]^ow,this world is given to lying" and that in 
which it should be said, "how the world is given 
to self-deception." 

, Tie necessary nature and unalterable character 
of tlie, difference, bet ween right and wrong in itself 
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and in effect uf)on individual consciousness, to 
whicli no artificial altejrnative tears ftny relation in 
the realm of pure truth, is something which the 
world never tires of trying, by expedients, to hide 
from itself. The Illustration of this m the sphere 
6f practical jurisprudence is hy the two classes, from 
th6 extremes of Society, whd compete for ti^eatment 
in the^ state prisons 5 the uneducated class for whom 
chiefly the place hcts heen pf epared, but who find 
thenftselves crotrded there hy thos6 coming from the 
position of guardians 6f the institutions of state, 
and lights in the World, but having unfortunately 
appfied in practical atfairs ideas only suited to spec- 
ial theoretical education in morals and ethics — and 
tfttiif finding themselves educated, with great care 
afflfd cost and show of SAnctiiAony, directly itito the 
gtated cell— -to s^y nothing of their hever-enu- 
nieftfted compeeraf \^hose unremitted penalty is to 
spenrf their livesf in dodging the penalties of the 
lair, and in foflretasrting the grip 6f the iron hand 
wMcfc it holds suspended over thena. f*i?om all of 
tfc^e, ff fi*om tfone efee, i^ stifl ever shining out the 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



50 



demonstration of the diflference between right and 
lyrong ; an irremediable and perpetual difference, 
all artifice and eloquence to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

The question wets proposed by one as his profound- 
est thought, " is sin finite or infinite ? Of every- 
thing, that which is infinite is the abstract essence ; 
that which is finite is the ever varying form and 
mode of manifestation. Thus in the most real view, 
everything is infinite ; as, ** Thy throne is forever 
and ever." Attention is sometimes concentrated 
upon one of the many equally unapproachable 
inquiries, as upon the exhaustless source of supply 
of the sun's heat, and the products of its expendi- 
ture. If electricaj action should be proposed as its 
answer, the source of that would be the next form 
of the inquiry. The development and sustenance of 
human life takes from earth and air no moire than it 
returns to them, and yet it results in measureless 
ainounts of physical and mental force, to be limited 
only by the earth's duration in a habitable condition; 
and if the sun is the previous source of all of the 
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earth's physical force, yet remains the question of 
the neter diminishing supply of mental force ; and 
the question, what forces are convertible ; and, if 
the perpetual fund of any and all force is invariable, 
whether the amount of vital and mental force is ever 
increased, or, only the manifestation of it changed. 
If the essence of human life was never with a begin- 
ning, all that is essential of it is without end. And 
does that include individual consciousness perpetu- 
ated without change? If viewed as a force it 
conforms to the principle that all manifestation of 
force is through relation to a contrary force, and the 
result in movement is the measure of preponderance 
of energy over its resistance. Is not the law of 
moral motive force, and its counterbalance, identical 
with that of physical forces? As of space there 
cannot be a boundary consisting either of itself or of 
aught else, of force there must he a boundary con- 
sisting of the counterpart of itself. Human life, to 
whatever degree or condition extended, is in the 
exercise of these opponent moral forces. Legends, 
human or Divine, of one "cast down from heaven,*' 
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m life {j^ten^tal pf »U k^mm life, bripg hack tlia 
Q9bpes of ^thia autogopidm* with oor^Qteof ite paiiit 
qjt l^egimunjp, frona liipi'Q's old ahareleeg w^. The 
u^tiix^tQ (H^lwQtioii hetwaen raon^l foydea'musSt be 
hpt^eeQ those that Gqnapira with the constriictiTe 
epQT^gy of all things to the greatest reprodaqtioii of 
the highest ^d fiuest of its forms of mamfestatioii 
-:- and those whose native direction is to disorganiza- 
tion, disorder and destructio]i» from shaking self the 
Qentre and end of ^\ ain^, m seeking enlargement 
hy subordinating aU to one^ which i$ only contracting 
the erne toward self-e^ttinction. There id a form of 
speech in which th^ one cl^iss ia referred to ^a '■ ioVe 
Pivin^, all love e^^celling;" «,nd to the degree iii 
which this predominates ii^ anj individual it is with 
a^ all embre\,cing ^^(pai^siveoeoa aiming, to include all 
^pi^itual force in the one mpr^l hajftao^yj which 
WQT be assumed to inyolye uniiopt with th^ physical 
iQoyement of ipuna mi plan^ta in th? one geiieral 
directipA in which they continue the, pyecesawo^ cf 
eternity. B^it the two distinctive priaciplea unite 
in different indiyiduaiila ift the meat varied eaiuiuna^ 
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tioua of all motives; reaulting in moral gradation of 
the same complex a^d' endless range as iiEi fotind 
every where in nature^ Is the jposslble extent df tfiia 
variety to be Conceived fndm terresfrialobserVitioii? 
If physieq^l eondltions are coitiplex in ihe sdlar 
system, what would 'b« that comiplexity in two or 
more systems of suns and planets being centres of 
movement to one another, with inexhaustible diVer* 
sity of seasons md all pbymdal inflxtenoes, and c^r- 
i^esponding diversity of ment^ and mbrtd conditions 
in the tonsoious life there developed? As conditions 
of Qomplexity )m,f be 'c<^nceived infinitely less than 
those within present observation tbey riiay also be 
infinitely gte&tei^ -^ as in tiie double stars, and i&ose 
6f other relations which to those of the aolar jBjirtidm, 
Hiay be innTUPdfbex as att higher nnmbier is ib one; and 
aN» heavens of light atre to heavens of darhness. Thus 
while ultimate liaora) principles may be two — that 
is^ the ujoiversal di3Ahiy of existence^-- the gradation 
oi individml. coiiseion^^ess in nikogral prineiple may 
H eiidles% in eoiisn^tenc^ with physical conditions 
the definition of whkh is — transition/ 
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And it is scarcely to be conceived that the infinity 
0< consdous existences connected, in some stage, 
with'inaterial ponderable fotm, in worlds hear or far 
through the bonwdlete voids of space and time, have 
not,' hi somiB stkge, also an active relation to the move- 
ments of matter in which systems begiil their celestial 
courses -^ and the catastrophes in which the heavens, 
successively, are "rolled together as a scroll, and the 
elements melt with fervent heat." Worlds have their 
dissolution in the conditions of their birth. The 
on^ event is part of universal order, each depending 
on the other. The vast celestial procession has its 
linie of ma;rch. On either side is the empty abyss of 
the skies moi'e measureless than the illiimined patK- 
^aywhitjh is pointed out by the fading lights of 
ever receding systems of suns and nebulae. And 
yet "iinseen by moi^tal eyes,*' but resplendent in that 
abyss of profounder darkness to all earthly vision, 
may be effulgence which " no inan may attain unto,^' 
fi^om whose palace-heights the tireless troupes of the 
eternal look down upon the beaten highway of 
worlds sweeping On, as through clouds of the star- 
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dust of their travail. It is here in this midocean 
mankind are sent yoyfj^ging, ^ lest their thoughts 
should be. circumscribed within limits top narxow 
and ill-becoming to capaqities having part in: that 
which is without begii^ning 9t end. And thoughat 
is not among the things that are, within anyone's 
power, to fix at will the degree of .his own capacity 
for high spirituality, what thought caia be to any one 
more profound than that of his "personal responsi^ 
biUty " for the part that; shall be his in concurrence, 
or resistance, with the eternal forces constructive, or 
destructive, on the theatre for the tragedies of 
wprlds ; in which, 8ucc;eeding their catastrophes,: are 
ever , coming .forth new heavens and new earths- 
wherein dwelleth righteousness I Is poetic imaging* 
tion alone the location wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness with nothing counteracting? Or, does the 
essential nature of that resistance which is measure . 
of the tension of moral force co-exist with it from^ 
eternity to eternity; as it is through the resistance? 
of inertia, against which forces have sped worlds oiiV 
their way, that such forces can be manifested? 
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And is it 80— * after the '* endless toil and 
endeavor," that still they "long for rest ; " tod that 
" they rest not day nor night ? *' With their ascend- 
ing powers^ to ** the angels that excel in strength," 
must be ever refining incitements to effort, and eter 
higher acUeVements to be surpassed, at great eras of 
£qparitual progress, in its celestial, or terrestrial, history. 
But errands of " de "-spiritualizing, ifl voyages of 
eomm«rce, by appointment With those whose time and 
reason are alike empty, must be by other actors who, 
gravitating downwards, may thus be best employed. 
That every mstance of anything enacted with some 
d^ee of purpose or intelligence is evidence of a 
oonscious designing aetor will never be beaten out 
of the world's eonviction« And m^mldnd Hvc among 
the shadows^ which in turn they are thentiielves to 
be — but pas^ng, as are ^*1he shadows wben the 
sun deeiineth/' Of each who visits from the shades, 
tba viinta cease. And to him who hc^s uttered-^ 
^^underBeath the sod low lying, dark and &ear, 
tlMre i& oaet who left, when dying, senrrow he^e*^-^ 
no Ulusloii has weight aganist reaSly, no aitgrnacM 
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has force, no speculation has interest, no undertak- 

'• . . .,r • .,'■■■> '■* ■ • ' • ■•.."''. 

ing inspires. The best of the life is already trans- 
posed to the realm of silence; and all that can 
address the spirit overborne is — silence. 

And where they rest not day nor night " there 
was silence for a space . . . ." 
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ENCLOSURES 

within the outline^ o^ Hun^an, lipo^^dg^ ^tm^ tii^ 
their utmost so few and small, comparatively, and sa 
neatly confined to a single point in time land space, 
there is unbounded freedom for prescription a« to 
things farther out. To presume upon the unknown 
as being in rational relation to that within the scope 
of knowledge may be too much for uristartled pro- 
priety ; and to assign the least definiteness of idea 
to aught beyond the outposts is sacrilege I But to 
suggest that assertions made with absolute positive" 
ness upon what is beyond the present horizon are 
commonly in such a form of indefiniteness because 
of the total ignorance of mortal man upon it all — ^ 
that is greater sacrilege 1 In the vacancy between 
the Agnostic and the Positivist what abundant room 
for the disporting of the more positive Dogmatist! 
But if, in the deductions of reason the first steps 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



8» 

bijoad lamiMar experiJeBoe or reitevaftedt aaitertiAii? 
aj^oaar to lie wiM extiava^aiiiee^ does not this conne^ 
iwiisMiD^ly a eommfindtttioii oi the AgnoatiC' io^ 
m&dkstjj lathar tluikn of: another foar aasiasrance wfai^k 
claims esxtftnatibss aiDuarecs^ oi knowtec^e, witk vague* 
siife«ei»k»iii ofi. iwaeii az»b,oe»tifu»i0A to; fuaadumttiiaif 
i<tea»'9£ tiie< neeewitses* a£ idiingB ? 

:Thd litiiJ^^ ivbiM o£ ingpsteryanarrounding tiie cMl<2; 
i3kl»t l^po^rtaeyirto the:greii4^ mystery <sonfro]itisg' 
tfae^ mamv^ wMbin doubtLnsfi becomes i^SI^ taom^mj!^ 
teiploas ^ aft iii beHseoififl^ more^' Ticas^ toi beings ot: hif^ec 
rwik witix »: ksger horizon^ at every step of < aaoent;. 
in. tte aimlfit. ]ji^ tfaae.^osirt^^ o£ & tree the soliab 
tisBiiife/ dlididli^^ audi spreading: ndtir 

emh. dii^ieioiL ei^and&iiiiiar thei leat^esv whieh> ase^tM 
]mki Q&nBeetiBg: it AWQftIt tiie:< nnihirersal- aic iii, i iiutoiiN 
c&eoge^oi "^iteleleniBiitH;; wihiie: therootAteo expaoitdii 
foe materialB Tvhiohi atei xiiffufiedv in ehmiaels.^ extletad^ 
iogt tl»a^ii^;itsel£ra]id iis ]]fl4dvei ^^^ aadi le^^i- 
stonoe oi Ibetk eactih aad aia*^ iiL oQ&etaait^iiLtorehaiigj^' 
iQfiiatBin) ia thai tcreQ tkeiliSB bj^ i»£ifihvit^ isa. link in; 
tbftiSimoeauiflir^:; gBneooutiODa* of iti^i speoies^ widch* are 
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one step in the gradation of the. whole vegetable 
kingdom, which is one degree of the organic manifes- 
tation of life, and this is one in the series of stages 
toward the life all-pervading. The force of law 
which civil society sustains and by which it is itself 
sustained is a presence everywhere felt and nowhere 
visible — not something existing in an agent of 
administration, nor contained in a book even if 
entitled, " Spirit of Laws," nor in the spirit of any 
individual, but in a more intangible spirit of which 
the body is the collective body politic existing by its 
necessity to the highest individual existence of its 
constituents. The completion of a vital circuit at 
the basis of life, the existence of an abstract life or 
spirit essential to the body politic, are indications of 
circuits that widen through all the visible into planes 
above the visible, expanding in successive spheres of 
ethereal gradation to the all-embracing — the con- 
summation of paradoxes, the unity of infinity — if 
any idea of unity be such as can be associated with 
that which has no limit. There may be limit to the 
divisibility of hydrogen, and yet all other related 
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kfiot^ledgfe pteStippofeeS a phySlCfll ifieaiiS of c6tli- 
lliunicatiGii of fo^ce, iiicofnpardbly less poiideratle 
than hydrogen — Until the gtadatlbn is lo^t IbetWeeti 
that aiid fof de itself. (?) And ih dssUtniiig d. limit 
in the ascdndinig' Series of spiritual existehces, cori- 
fisting in that which ^hall have atttibutes of the 
unlimited, is thete admksion to the idfea of aii 
advance transcending the condition of {ndividuality j 
and a tetnffl of the scale of hatnte iipon itself ; to a 
union with that force at the other extreme, in which 
is the limit of physical gradation ? A right line 
seems to be the direction of every force in nature, 
but the movement of every object seems, by conjunc- 
tion of different forces, to be in curvature tending 
to (or from) a return upon itself. In the primary 
series of things if "material force '^' be first, then 
inanimate matter, then animate form, and last spirit 
power, the beginning and end approximate together. 
If the forces drawing atoms, and worlds, together, 
and bearing them on in the movements of ages, 
reversed, may disperse them through all the space 
they have traversed, nothing to be recognized may 
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remain but the force. If space were not infinite all 
within it could be only finite. And if all being is in 
movement, as all must be (if any) that the 
mutual relation of all may be maintained, then 
something of movement there must be as infinite as 
space. Infinity attributed to one of these primary 
related ideas implies its necessity to all. From every 
object in space proceeds, in some relation, an ascend- 
ing series, and also a series descending ; and the prog- 
ress seems to be as if, in some respect of mode or 
form or direction, the extremes would approach each 
other ; and the circuit uniting in the completion of 
a series becomes itself a term of a larger series — as 
the continuous knotted curve described by the 
satellite is repeated in a similar one by the planet, 
with the onward movement of its central sun, and is 
thence ever widened and varied pursuing its destiny. 
And with the commingled Variation that is every- 
where, progression in one quality, as in magnitude, 
may be in the same line with retrogression in another 
and higher quality ; and a world may be at the out- 
skirts of a concourse of worlds and suns, and be also 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



68 

a centre, possibly, of something " above the bright- 
ness" of them all. No point in space being less 
central than another, as from no point of time can 
duration past or future be the greater, in the different 
primary series of force, matter, form, or spirit, if 
there be a head or limit of one line of succession it 
seems that it is only to be succeeded by a higher or 
wider, a finer or subtler ; or if there be a beginning 
of another series, that it is only a continuation from 
a different one preceding ; and that cessation there 
cannot be. How seldom is there thought of the 
unceasing as the first condition of being ; and how 
little is it perceived that to rest at thought of a limit 
is only resting the mind in the confusion of contra- 
diction ! In the easy discovery that there are some 
who would " exclude Deity from the universe," are 
those more easily discovered who, as far as their 
round of reasoning admits of any meaning, exclude 
both Deity and " universe " from existence ? When 
one has knowledge of eternity and of the " universe " 
because he makes his universe to comprise merely 
what he assumes to have knowledge of he may have 
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lofty reproof for those who are obliged to confess 
themselves to be of the unknowing; but to him 
ever still remaining open is the invitation best 
adapted, Friend, come up higher. 

There is contagious melancholy in the sight of 
those hovering around the embers of an expiring 
faith, in dim memory of the receding days of its 
light and warmth, with no eye open to the advanc- 
ing enlightenment, and bereft of that which " the 
closing eye requires." 
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1. 

Glance at progress in thought. 

2. 

The principle of Variation by gradation universal and 
extended to infinity in material nature. 

3. 
The infinity of the principle in astronomy in connection 
with the spiritual nature. 

4. 

Infinity in abstract principle connecting the personal 
moral nature with astronomy in universal time and space. 

5. 
The general principle of all in the most comprehensive 
view. 
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